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Changes to “Fire Safety: Approved
Document B 2019 with Amendments
Issued - A review by Bauder Ltd*

In the
“Compartmentation - Junction of compartment wall with roof”

above document, there is a section on

that explains that there has always been a level of disagreement
on the interpretation, but now your attention needs to be drawn
to a changing situation.

Generally most, including Building Control (BC), have agreed that if
you can demonstrate your roof build-up achieves B, (t4), then no
further consideration should be made (unless the deck is combustible
and »5m high) and the section on Compartmentation goes on to
explain why. However there has always been a small percentage of
Building Control who did not agree.

The change | wish to make you aware of is that, with the increase in
culture being over cautious, more are becoming what could be seen as
over zealous and are requiring a non-combustible (NC) fire stop above
the deck for the width of the wall i.e. in the insulation.

The reason this is important to you is that, whilst | might have a strong
opinion on why this is usually not necessary, | still always advise that
BC should be consulted. Currently, you do not know which way BC will
decide on this issue. Previously you had the long established custom
and practice of By:(t4) being acceptable in this situation, therefore
you must encourage the designer or client to engage with BC.
If BC are not consulted and are later asked to give their view on
Compartmentation, there is now a much increased risk that they will
request more than just By (t4) and they can fine the roofing
contractor for everyday they do not comply after a given date.

This is more likely to be an issue for refurbishment projects, especially
where you may be unaware that there is a specific consideration for
roof over wall compartmentation.

Having made you aware of this changing situation, we have changed
our advice process for refurbishment projects. Going forward we will
indicate in specifications and survey reports as standard wording, that
BC should be consulted to gain their advice on the roof over
compartment wall situation and you are advised to always verbally
draw this to the attention of the designer or client or contractor.

bauder.co.uk


https://www.bauder.co.uk/

IBHUDER Contractor UPDATE cont..

making roofs secure. Page: 2

Proposed paragraph to be included in our specifications and survey reports:
"Fire Regulations - Compartmentation

Approved Document B Vol 1:Dwellings Section 5 Internal Fire Spread covers Compartmentation
(Compartmentation is covered in Section 8 of Vol 2: Buildings other than dwellings and for
Scotland, Wales and NI similar consideration is necessary for both Dwellings and Buildings
other than Dwellings) and there is a consideration to be made if the roof goes over a
compartment wall. For New Build we will expect the principal designer to establish Building
Control requirements and notify accordingly. For Refurbishment, it is not always easy for the
roofing team to establish if there is a compartment wall under the roof and what is its full
orientation, we will rely on the specifier or client to tell Bauder Ltd if there is a known
compartment wall under the existing roof. As the requirements have proven to be open to
various interpretations across Building Control authorities, the Bauder advice is to consult with
the Building Control officer for the building."

In new build, it will be reasonable to assume the principal designer has considered the issue, but
following our refurbishment procedures will do no harm.

The cost of putting NC insulation in lieu of say PIR, especially on tapered designs, can be very high,
especially if it is more practical to then change all the insulation to NC. So, getting this correct is
important. Ignorance of the answer to the question “How do you interpret the requirement for the roof
above a compartment wall?” is increasingly going to cause arguments and additional costs.

If however, you ask the question in good time and the answer is not as you would usually expect, you
have time and a reasonable chance to change opinion, the argumentation in our fire document is still
respected by many, including BC.

The Fire Safety: Approved Document B 2019 with Amendments issued can be found on our website:
https://www.bauder.co.uk/technical-centre/standards-and-knowledge/fire-protection-statement

And is also attached to this contractor update.
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