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A1 and A2 rated building board guidance 
& DensDeck clarificaƟon 
 

BauderÊareÊseeingÊmoreÊandÊmoreÊ instancesÊwhereÊspecifiersÊandÊ
insurersÊ areÊ requiringÊ theÊ useÊ ofÊ buildingÊ Ê boardsÊwithÊA1Ê orÊ A2Ê
reacƟonÊ toÊ fireÊ classificaƟonsÊ inÊ roofingÊ applicaƟons,Ê parƟcularlyÊ
forÊupstands.Ê 

 

WhyÊareÊweÊsendingÊthisÊupdate? 
We are increasingly finding situaƟons on site where a building board is being used for 
upstands or decks without 3rd party approval for the product being suitable for use in 
flat roof situaƟons.  There are many types of A1/A2 rated boards with widely variable 
properƟes. The correct naming and checking of what is actually being proposed is 
essenƟal to ensure that products are specified correctly. 

 

WhoÊtakesÊresponsibilityÊforÊspecifyingÊtheseÊboards? 
Specifiers are looking for Bauder to take responsibility over product selecƟon. Ê ItÊ isÊ
importantÊtoÊhighlightÊthatÊtheÊmanufacturerÊofÊboardsÊisÊtoÊconfirmÊitsÊsuitabilityÊinÊ
aÊ flatÊ roofÊ situaƟon. BauderÊ willÊ notÊ takeÊ responsibilityÊ overÊ specificaƟonÊ orÊ
guaranteeÊofÊrooĩoardsÊinÊanyÊscenario.Ê 
 

The authorising party assumes design liability for the construcƟon. There is a duty of 
care on the part of the designer to ensure that all components are fit for purpose; 
compaƟble with other components; and approved for use by all manufacturers and 
suppliers who would issue a warranty for the flat roofing system and/or its 
components, which otherwise may become invalid. 
 
WhichÊisÊtheÊmostÊsuitableÊboardÊtypeÊtoÊuse? 
Cement-Bonded ParƟcle Board appears to be the most suitable for flat roofs. We 
have aƩached a document to this update, which was put together in a cross-industry 
approach by SPRA/LRWA/NFRC and should be used to give guidance as to which 
boards are suitable and which ones are not: 

 

https://www.bauder.co.uk/
https://www.bauder.co.uk/
https://www.bauder.co.uk/
https://www.bauder.co.uk/products/densdeck-prime
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TheÊbelowÊtableÊisÊtakenÊfromÊtheÊdocument:ÊGUIDANCEÊFORÊTHEÊUSEÊOFÊBUILDINGÊBOARDSÊWITHÊA1ÊORÊA2ÊREACTIONÊTOÊ
FIREÊCLASSIFICATIONSÊINÊFLATÊROOFING 

 
Insurers 
NHBC, Premier & LABC Warranty insurers all ban the use of Magnesium Oxide boards; regardless of whether they are Sulphate 
or Chloride based boards.  
 
WhyÊareÊMgOÊboardsÊbannedÊbyÊtheseÊcompanies? 
The insurers ban MgO boards due to the potenƟal corrosive effect on the fasteners. MgO boards release moisture and chloride 
ions which can corrode metal fixings. They have experienced issues across Europe where this has occurred.  
This ban relates to MgO boards used in both the field area and upstands. To be clear, gypsum is not a type of MgO. 
 

WhatÊissuesÊcanÊoccurÊusingÊtheÊwrongÊtypeÊofÊproduct? 

TheÊbelowÊÊissuesÊareÊaÊfewÊweÊhaveÊcomeÊacrossÊtoÊdate,ÊbutÊisÊnotÊexhausƟve: 
· Mechanically fixing insulaƟon—geƫng a good fixing can be a problem. 
· Fixing the top leading edge of the capping sheet—again, geƫng a good fixing can be an issue. 
· Fixings corroding due to the wrong type of fixings being used. 
· Boards leŌ exposed and absorbing moisture which can lead to de-bonding of the membrane. 
· Boards not suitable unless fully supported. 
 
IsÊBauderÊDensDeckÊPrimeÊ6.4mmÊaÊproductÊwhichÊcanÊbeÊusedÊforÊupstandsÊorÊtheÊdeck?Ê 
SimpleÊanswerÊisÊno.Ê 
Bauder DensDeck Prime is a 6.4mm thick gypsum based non-combusƟble protecƟon layer with a fibreglass mat face. The  
product is intended for commercial roofing applicaƟons to reduce the impact of rooŌop fires and improves compressive  
performance of the roof system, especially when trafficked. Bauder DensDeck Prime can be uƟlised as a ‘cover board’ between 
the waterproofing and insulaƟon layers. 
 
  

https://www.bauder.co.uk/
https://www.bauder.co.uk/
https://www.bauder.co.uk/
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WhereÊDensDeckÊPrimeÊ6.4mmÊmustÊnotÊbeÊused: 
· On to structural deck as a roof board 

· Over a metal deck to support the waterproofing 
· As an upstand board or to cover the parapet to support the waterproofing 
· An official FM Insured project following FM rules - assembly build-up - this should be products that are part of a system 

build-up - insulaƟon to be FA fp or BauderROCK. 
 
WhatÊsystemsÊhasÊDensDeckÊPrimeÊbeenÊtestedÊwith?Ê 

· Reinforced bitumen membrane system. 
· Bauder Thermofol (adhered and mechanically fixed). 
 
WhereÊcanÊDensDeckÊPrimeÊ6.4mmÊbeÊused?Ê 

· As a cover board, on top of insulaƟon & beneath the waterproofing system in a warm roof scenario 
· As a coverboard, on top of PIR insulaƟon between insulaƟon and waterproofing as an alternaƟve to FM approved insu-

laƟon instead of FA fp where the insurer will accept it. 
· As a coverboard, on top of PIR insulaƟon between insulaƟon and waterproofing as an alternaƟve to non-combusƟble 

insulaƟon instead of BauderROCK/BauderGLAS where the insurer will accept it. 
· On top of BauderROCK insulaƟon between insulaƟon and waterproofing as an alternaƟve to non-combusƟble insulaƟon 

instead of BauderGLAS where the insurer will accept it. 
· As a recovery board (fully supported) over exisƟng systems - mechanically fixed. Contact fixing supplier for fixing type 

and paƩern.   
· Bauder DensDeck Prime can be installed in both mechanically fixed and bonded methods (subject to project specific 

wind load calculaƟon). 
 
WhatÊA1/A2ÊfireÊratedÊproductsÊdoesÊBauderÊrecommendÊforÊupstandsÊandÊdecks? 

Bauder does not endorse any parƟcular products. It is for the manufacturer of the boards to confirm its suitability in a flat roof 
situaƟon. We have carried out peel tests with CementÊBondedÊParƟcleÊBoardsÊand the results have been very posiƟve. 
 
The link below will take you to a supplier of this type of board for them to guide you in the right direcƟon: 
hƩps://www.euroform.co.uk/versapanel/ 

 
DocumentaƟon 
You will find aƩached documents with this update: 
· GUIDANCEÊFORÊTHEÊUSEÊOFÊBUILDINGÊBOARDSÊWITHÊA1ÊORÊA2ÊREACTIONÊTOÊFIREÊCLASSIFICATIONSÊIN 
Ê FLATÊROOFING 
· DensDeckÊPrimeÊTDS 
 
 
If you have any quesƟons, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
RichardÊClennell       TomÊRaŌery   
RBM & InsulaƟon Product Manager    Head of Sustainability   
r.clennell@bauder.co.uk      t.raŌery@bauder.co.uk  
07824 539684       07788 311602 
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